
October 2008, the Chamber of
Commerce’s Leadership McKinney class
led community volunteers as they laid
the initial groundwork for the garden.
They solicited materials and labor for the
project. The class brought their tools and
wheelbarrows, and prepped flower beds,
laid edging, raked the walkways smooth,
and even spruced up the work shed with
new shelving. 

But it is not done yet. Progress has
been slow, but planting of several hun-
dred species should begin very soon. The
Prairies and Timbers Audubon Chapter
and the Nancy Ruth Fund generously
funded the irrigation system which was
installed last summer, and Wilson
Walthall provided a grant to complete the
project. Three arbors are now almost fin-
ished and we can all look forward to the
scheduled opening this spring. 
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      Butterflies and their Host Plants
HOST PLANT

  Milkweed species
 Fennel, Dill, Carrot
 Cherry, Magnolia, Ash
 Citrus, Prickly Ash
 Pipevine

   Peppergrass, Mustards
 Alfalfa, Clover, Vetch
 Cassia, Senna
 False Indigo, Prairie Clover
 Partridge Pea, Sensitive Plant

  Mistletoe (a tree parasite)
  Peas, Clover, Vetch

  Dogwood, Viburnum
 Hackberry
 Passion Vine
 Passion Vine, Violets, Lamb’s Ear

 Hackberry, Elm, Nettles
 Nettles

 Thistles, Burdock, some Mallows
  Cudweed, Everlasting, Pussytoes

Snapdragon, Acanthus, Wild Petunia
 Asters
 Frogfruit

Willow, Poplars
 Hackberry

   I N F O R M AT I O N

Butterfly on page 30, a Giant Swallowtail
finds nectar in colorful lantana flowers.

Below: (clockwise from top right) Hackberry
Butterflies cluster on – what else?– a
Hackberry limb; a Black Swallowtail
caterpillar is almost as pretty as his
metamorphosed form; Salvias attract this
Red Admiral butterfly. 
Photos by the author.




