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 DISD Students Have Opportunity to Visit 

the Heard Natural Science Museum to Learn About Nature
The Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary in McKinney is thrilled to welcome 1,800 Title I Dallas Independent School District students to the museum and sanctuary throughout the fall, winter and spring. The goal of the program is to introduce the students to nature and give them a valuable and fun learning experience.

The Harry W. Bass Foundation provided a grant to help fund the program. Since the Heard’s mission is to bring nature and people together to discover, enjoy, experience, preserve and restore their priceless environment, the Bass Foundation preferred the Heard to be one of the children’s first experiences with nature education. 

The Heard is excited to have the first group of students on October 30th. Students will have the opportunity to have a guided trail hike on one of their five sanctuary trails, experience an educational presentation from their live animal experts (including reptile, amphibian and mammal presentations) as well as explore their new living lab and other indoor exhibits. 
Coinciding with the DISD program, the Dinosaurs Alive! exhibit will be available for students to see from October 28, 2006-January 28, 2007. The exhibit features seven, life-size animatronic dinosaurs along one of the sanctuary trails. The Heard is excited to allow the students to have this additional dinosaur educational opportunity!
It is the Heard’s goal to help the students develop a positive appreciation for nature that, hopefully, will last a lifetime. Various Title I schools throughout southeast and southwest Dallas have the opportunity to participate in the program.
The Heard opened in 1967 and was a unique gift to Collin County from Miss Bessie Heard. The 289-acre site features woods, prairies, and wetlands. Tens of thousands of visitors come each year for a hands-on educational and inspirational museum and nature experience. Its mission is to bring nature and people together to discover, enjoy, experience, preserve and restore their priceless environment. 

The Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary

1 Nature Place

McKinney, TX 75069
Directions: Take U.S. 75 to exit 38A. Proceed east to SH 5 south. The Heard Natural Science Museum is located one mile east of SH 5 on FM 1378 (Country Club Road).
Picture Descriptions Below:

1. Students enjoy orientation in the lovely gardens.
2. Students eat lunch in the sanctuary picnic area.
3. Students watch the animatronic T-Rex dinosaur as the tour guide teaches them about it. The T-Rex is part of the Dinosaurs Alive! exhibit that opened Saturday, the 28th.
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