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Need a Break from Hectic Holiday Activities?
Visit the Exciting DINOSAURS ALIVE! Exhibit at the Heard

Need a break from hectic holidays activities? Look no further! Bring family and friends for a relaxing and enjoyable time at the Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary in McKinney. Visit the first annual Dinosaurs Alive! Life-size Animatronic Dinosaurs at the Heard exhibit from now until January 28, 2007.
See and hear seven carnivorous dinosaurs roar! Learn about each one including the T-Rex, Megalosaurus, Deinonychus, Allosaurus, Baryonyx, Ceratosaurus and Cryolophosaurus. Created by McKinney, Texas based Billings Productions, Inc., the dinosaurs have been featured at numerous zoos and museums across the nation including the Brevard Zoo in Melbourne, Florida, and the Fort Worth Zoo.

The dinosaurs are displayed along a half-mile, handicap accessible trail within the sanctuary. While admiring each dinosaur, take the opportunity to learn interesting facts. For example, the T-Rex had curved, serrated teeth longer than a human hand and the Baryonyx had twice the amount of teeth in its lower jaw as it did in its upper jaw. Hear how they might have sounded and watch how they might have moved their heads and legs, but don’t worry, they won’t come a-runnin’! 

Education booklets give children the opportunity to learn and answer questions about the dinosaurs. Activities include a dinosaur word find, maze, coloring and fun facts including how to tell the difference between herbivores and carnivores. Children can also learn more about what might have happened to the dinosaurs.
Dinosaur memorabilia is available in the museum store including shirts, puppets, stuffed animals and figurines. It may be a convenient source for those holiday gifts!   

The exhibit is presented by the Bessie Heard Foundation and sponsored in part by the McKinney Community Development Corporation. Other sponsors include Children’s Medical Center Dallas, the Mark and Christie Armentrout Charitable Fund, the Tucker David Foundation, Bank of America, Private Bank, Turner Construction, the Valencia Family Charitable Fund and Primo Microphones. Sponsorships are still available. 
Other museum activities include a living lab and bird education room. The sanctuary also has four trails in addition to the trail with the dinosaurs. Visitors have the opportunity to listen to birds and watch birds in the viewing area inside the museum. The sanctuary is also a great place to take beautiful pictures.
Museum hours are Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday, 1-5 p.m. Admission is $8 for adults and $5 for senior citizens and children ages 3-12. Members and children younger than age 3 are free. Museum memberships are available. Group programs and guided tours can also be scheduled.
The Heard opened in 1967 and was a unique gift to Collin County from Miss Bessie Heard. The 289-acre site features woods, prairies, and wetlands. Tens of thousands of visitors come each year for a hands-on educational and inspirational museum and nature experience. Their mission is to bring nature and people together to discover, enjoy, experience, preserve and restore our priceless environment. 
The Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary

1 Nature Place

McKinney, TX 75069
972-562-5566

Directions: Take U.S. 75 to exit 38A. Proceed east to SH 5 south. The Heard Natural Science Museum is located one mile east of SH 5 on FM 1378 (Country Club Road).
