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The Wetlands Return!

At the Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary
By Roger Sanderson, Wildlife Biologist

With the nice rain that fell recently, coupled with the fact that McKinney has had enough rain recently to saturate the ground, the Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary’s beautiful wetlands are once again brimming with life-giving water!  The Heard’s Wildlife Biologist, Roger Sanderson, said, “I surveyed our now full wetlands early in the morning and already the ducks had discovered it.  There were two pairs of mallards and a bufflehead in the lower impoundment. A mallard, a gadwall, a shoveler and several wood ducks were in the upper impoundment.”
The entire North Texas area has benefited from nice fall rains.  Unlike last year when routine fall and winter rains failed to arrive, this year, thankfully, North Texas is returning to a normal rain cycle.  Fall rains usually refill the Heard’s reservoirs and ground water after a typical late summer to early fall drought.  Whether or not the Heard will receive enough rain to overcome the water level deficiencies of last year remains to be seen, but already the rain amounts look very promising!

The staff at the Heard is particularly excited. Their brand new boardwalk that meanders through beautiful wetlands is once again enticing birders and nature lovers to view the unique species of birds and other wildlife associated with this aquatic habitat.  Even as recently as last week, there was no water and no hope of attracting the waterfowl, shorebirds and other migratory species that usually frequent their swamps and marshes.  Additionally, their bird banding program (the oldest in the state) will once again be able to band numerous species that were noticeably absent from last years totals.  Coupled with their new and exciting outdoor Dinosaurs Alive! exhibit, this will be a fantastic fall and winter to hike the trails of the Heard Museum.  

The Heard opened in 1967 and was a unique gift to Collin County from Miss Bessie Heard. The 289-acre site features woods, prairies, and wetlands. Tens of thousands of visitors come each year for a hands-on educational and inspirational museum and nature experience. Its mission is to bring nature and people together to discover, enjoy, experience, preserve and restore their priceless environment. 

The Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary

1 Nature Place

McKinney, TX 75069
Directions: Take U.S. 75 to exit 38A. Proceed east to SH 5 south. The Heard Natural Science Museum is located one mile east of SH 5 on FM 1378 (Country Club Road).
Pictures:

Wetlands and Prairies 6 as well as 21: The wetlands return along the boardwalk trail! It is a wonderful walk to enjoy while seeing and hearing many different kinds of birds.

Wetlands and Prairies 16: Numerous double crested cormorants returned to the wetlands. They like to perch high in trees. Many other birds have also returned to the wetlands including mallards, wood ducks and buffleheads.
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