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An Exciting Holiday Weekend at the Heard
The Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary in McKinney was thrilled to have more than 3,000 visitors the weekend after Thanksgiving. The Dinosaurs Alive! exhibit provided a fun, relaxing time for families and friends to enjoy. 
The Heard was also excited to have the museum’s first director, Dr. Harold Laughlin, visit. Dr. Laughlin was quick to laugh and reminisce as he walked outside and observed the dinosaurs as well as watched visitors enjoy their time inside the museum. He thought the dinosaur exhibit was a great educational and fun opportunity for everyone.

Dr. Laughlin worked diligently at the museum for thirty-two years. His leadership, business expertise and love of nature and science carried the Heard through many successful years of providing a peaceful sanctuary for education, leisure outings and nature and animal preservation.

The Heard opened in 1967 and was a unique gift to North Texas from Miss Bessie Heard. The 289-acre site features woods, prairies, and wetlands. Tens of thousands of visitors come each year for a hands-on educational and inspirational museum and nature experience. Its mission is to bring nature and people together to discover, enjoy, experience, preserve and restore their priceless environment. 

The Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary

1 Nature Place

McKinney, TX 75069
Directions: Take U.S. 75 to exit 38A. Proceed east to SH 5 south. The Heard Natural Science Museum is located one mile east of SH 5 on FM 1378 (Country Club Road).
Picture Descriptions:
1. Dr. Laughlin with Group 

Dr. Harold Laughlin, the Heard’s first museum director, visited on November 21st. Left to right: Schelly Corry, Education & Volunteer Coordinator; Dr. Harold Laughlin, the Heard’s first director; Michele Dudas, Lead Naturalist; Amber Kaiser, Marketing & Communications Director

2. Dr. Laughlin Birdwatching
Dr. Harold Laughlin, the museum’s first director, watches the birds while sitting in the observation area of Laughlin Hall.
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