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HEARD MUSEUM UNCOVERS ARCHITECTURAL EVIDENCE

OF COLLIN COUNTY’S UNIQUE HISTORY

By Cheramy Rusbuldt

What does William Faulkner’s “Grapes of Wrath” have to do with Collin County history? The mystery will be unraveled in a program presented by The Heard Museum Guild on Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2007 in Laughlin Hall at the museum.

Guy Giersch, historic preservation officer of McKinney, will moderate a video and verbal discussion of the unique architectural elements of Collin County, open to the public and followed by a buffet luncheon sponsored by the Heard Museum Guild beginning at 10 a.m. Reservations are required and can be made by calling Janet Shieldes at 214-726-9888.
“What Faulkner wrote, was ‘How will they know it is us without our past?, according to Giersch. “Two distinguished experts in Collin County architecture – both lost and salvaged – will guide us through this program so that all of us who live here are inspired to maintain what will surely be lost if we don’t pay attention to our history.”

Native-born Texas Giersch will moderate the program, which will feature photographs and commentary by Byrd Williams, chair of photography and graphic design at both Plano and Frisco campuses of Collin County Community College. His background and examples include his experience as both an instructor and photographer at the University of Texas at Dallas, Southern Methodist University, East Texas State University and Tarrant County College at Fort Worth.

James West, architect and planner, will also be part of the panel.  With a bachelor’s degree from Texas Tech University and a master’s degree from Ohio State University, he brings a family connection and dedication to McKinney, as well as projects including many Dallas transportation and development plans and developments as varied as Canadian malls and New Mexico shopping districts. He has received awards for outstanding historic restoration and preservation over the past decade.
“This is an opportunity for all of Collin County to thank its blessings for what remains of our past as well as a commit to preserving the future,” said Janet Shieldes, president of The Heard Museum Guild. “We are honored to bring these three stellar experts together to make an important statement about our history and our future and encourage all interested parties to take advantage of this opportunity to grasp a vision of how we can safeguard what remains for generations to come.”

Cheramy Rusbuldt is a free-lance writer and lives in the historic district of McKinney. Contact her at macheramy@sbcglobal.net.

