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Planting for Drought
A program hosted by the Heard Volunteer Guild
With infrequent rain, water restrictions and with water conservation in mind, Roger Sanderson, Heard Museum Wildlife Biologist and Curator, gave a fascinating and informative speech about drought tolerant plants. He encouraged people to work with nature to promote habitat conservation and provide a place for animals such as birds to enjoy, and in turn, also deter an overabundance of insects and bugs. 

“The basic idea is to work with nature rather than fight it,” said Roger Sanderson. He gave an example that people spend so much money on fertilizers and other chemicals that can actually attract more insects because lawns are made lush and beautiful with these products. He recommended that people use a part of their lawn to grow more shrubs, flowers that attract pollinators, and native plant varieties and grasses that don’t need as much water. Some flowers and plants that don’t require a lot of water include day lilies and daffodils. 
For more tips and ideas visit the Heard Museum’s two spring plant sales! The 18th annual spring native plant sale will be April 13-15, and their first heirloom plant sale will be May 4-6. Check www.heardmuseum.org or call 972-562-5566 for all the details.

“Planting for Drought” was hosted by the Heard Volunteer Guild. The guild hosts a fun, educational event the second Wednesday of each month beginning at 10:30 A.M. The next meeting is set for April 11th and plans include an Iced Tea Party—a casual indoor/outdoor picnic on the Heard grounds with many surprises. Contact the Heard for details about the guild or to join. They are always welcoming new members and volunteers!
The Heard opened in 1967 and was a unique gift to Collin County from Miss Bessie Heard. The 289-acre site features trails throughout woods, prairies and wetlands. Tens of thousands of visitors go each year for a hands-on educational and inspirational museum and nature experience. Its mission is to bring nature and people together to discover, enjoy, experience, preserve and restore their priceless environment. 
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Directions: Take U.S. 75 to exit 38A. Proceed east to SH 5 south. The Heard Natural Science Museum is located one mile east of SH 5 on FM 1378 (Country Club Road).
Picture Description
Roger Sanderson: Roger Sanderson is the Heard’s wildlife biologist and museum curator. He educated guests about what plants and shrubs to plant that are more drought resistant than others. He also encouraged guests to try to work with nature rather than against it when it comes to planting and maintaining yards or landscapes.
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