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Escape the Heat this Summer and Check Out

Rat Snakes to Rattlers: Live Texas Snakes 

Opening at the Heard Museum Friday, June 15
& the public is welcome to a Kick-off party on Saturday, June 16!
Rat Snakes to Rattlers: Live Texas Snakes will be at the Heard, June 15-September 30.
It is much more than an exhibit of live Texas snakes; it is quite possibly the most complete collection of live native Texas species assembled anywhere in the state for public viewing! Texas has over 100 snake varieties and at this exhibit you will see about 50 different kinds organized into groups such as King Snakes, Racers, Rattlesnakes, or Water Snakes. Fascinating facts compliment each species and educational displays and fun kid’s activities augment the collection including a huge moving model of a snake’s jaw, a “Create-a-Snake” display to teach snake coloration and mimicry and several computer snake games. An awesome display with specimens borrowed from SMU illustrates how snakes evolved from reptiles with legs. There will also be a giant snake for kids to crawl through and view the internal parts of a snake! Young and old alike will have the time of their life as they learn the real truth about our slithering Texas neighbors in the great outdoors.

As always, every Wednesday at 3 pm the Heard has a snake feeding and the public is welcome to check it out.

The public is welcome to the exhibit Kick-off party on June 16 during regular business hours, 9-5! In addition to the new exciting snake exhibit, visitors will enjoy a free bounce house & face painting (11-3), an hourly snake cake walk, snake crafts & games, snake crawl and much more! Regular admission applies. $8 adults; $5 seniors and kids 3-12; members are free. Copperhead popcorn and Cottonmouth candy will also be available for purchase.
Complimentary MUSEUM MEMBERS ONLY Snake Snack’s Luncheon will be Saturday, June 16 from 11:30-1:30. Members will enjoy slithering snake subs, snake bites & salsa, veno-Mousse, Prairie King snake punch & kid’s goody bags! If you aren’t a Heard member and would like to be, call for more information: 972-562-5566.
The Heard opened in 1967 and was a unique gift to Collin County from Miss Bessie Heard. The 289-acre site features trails throughout woods, prairies and wetlands. Tens of thousands of visitors come each year for a hands-on educational and inspirational museum and nature experience. Its mission is to bring nature and people together to discover, enjoy, experience, preserve and restore their priceless environment. 

The Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife Sanctuary

1 Nature Place

McKinney, TX 75069
Directions: Take U.S. 75 to exit 38A. Proceed east to SH 5 south. The Heard Natural Science Museum is located one mile east of SH 5 on FM 1378 (Country Club Road).
Picture Description
Rattlesnake: The rattlesnake is recognized by many and is a popular snake in Texas. It is known for the rattle located at the tip of its tail and is used as a warning device when threatened. Rattlesnakes will be just one of the 50 different snake species featured at the Heard’s new Rat Snakes to Rattlers: Live Texas Snakes exhibit opening Friday, June 15.
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